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Visible signs of stress in a dog
*Yawning
*Averting his eyes
*Turning his head away from people
*Tightly closed mouth 
*Eyes open wide
*Tightening of facial muscles
*Eyes “locked on” or staring
*Body held rigid, standing taller
*Up on toes, not flat footed
*Tail is rigid. Either held up, or slowly wagging.

When you see signs of stress, remove the dog, or remove the cause of stress. These are the first signs that something may happen if the situation is not changed immediately.  Remember, a wagging tail does not mean the dog is happy, it only means there is intent to do something. 

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Do not scold your dog for growling.  Teaching him not to growl will be detrimental. You are not “curing” the reason for the growl, you are only teaching him that he is not allowed to tell you how stressed he is. A dog that has been taught not to growl will be the dog that bites with “no warning”. 
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PAWSitive training for the whole family




