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Give A Dog A Job 	
       Try giving your dog a job. Yep, a job. You probably have a job, your kids have a job, called school.  Many people self-identify by the job they have, teacher, policeman, iron worker or student.  Most dogs will benefit from having a job. Sure, not all retrievers are used for hunting, or all St Bernard used to rescue skiers in Alps, or all Border Collies have a herd of sheep to tend. This doesn’t mean they can’t, or shouldn’t have a job in your family.  
	An easy job for almost any dog is getting the mail. Buy a pack for your dog. Keep the pack in the same place in your home.  At the same time every day put the pack on him or her, and say Time do Chores. Then head down to the mailbox. Have your dog sit while you get the mail, then put it in the pack. Bring the mail to the same spot in the house each time. Have your dog sit while you take the mail out of the pack. Praise her for a job well done, and remover her pack.  If you have a short driveway, walk up the block and back before getting the mail and again before you go into the house.  You will see in just a few short days, you dog will hold her head a bit higher, there will be a bounce in her step. She has a job. She now feels like she a contributing member of her pack family.  
	If you walk or hike, have your pooch carry their own water and dish. Place a small toddler size bottle of water in the pack, (one on each side if the pack has 2 pouches) for starters. Attach a collapsible bowl.  By adding the weight of the water, you will notice your pup may tire just a bit sooner than before, that’s normal. When your pup is used to carrying the weight of the small bottles, and acts as if they are not even there, change the bottles to the standard size bottles. Again, at first they may tire a bit sooner due to the added weight, but soon they will become accustomed to it, and act as if it wasn’t there. You can add a bit of kibble for a snack, or maybe put the prized ball in there for some play time.  Not only will this help your dog feel as though he has a job, it will free up your hands for your own water.  Please remember to add weight gradually to the pack, they need time to adjust to carrying the extra weight. 

	Be a bit creative, and have the job fit your lifestyle. If you spend time on the water, teach him to carry the life jackets to the boat.  If you camp, you can teach him to bring you sticks for the fire.  As with all new things you teach your dog, use a happy, calm voice. Do not repeat the command more than once.  You are asking a new behavior, and it will take a bit of time for him to learn the new behavior and the new command the cues the behavior. Remember to always praise him when he gets it right. You like to hear good job, so does your dog. 

Here is a link explaining the pros/con and how to fit your dogs back pack for 2019  
https://themodernbark.petgiftsonline.com/2014/07/5-best-dog-backpacks-reviewed.html?m=1
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